
VEHICLE REGISTRATION:

The number of registered vehicles in Richmond County for 1994
was 32,952. As the number of vehicles increase, it will put a
greater strain on the existing road network. Additional traffic
volumes will increase safety hazards and congestion. To alleviate
traffic congestion, steps must be taken towards building new roads
and enhancement of existing facilities.

Vehicle registration has increased at a much greater rate than
population since 1940. This increase can be shown best by a graph
depicting the change in persons per vehicle ratio over time. This
ratio is obtained by dividing the total population of the area by
the total number of vehicles registered in that area. Figure 8
shows this comparison for North Carolina and Richmond County and
includes projections to the year 2020.

The results of this figure illustrate the transition from a
non-automobile oriented society to one whose vitality is heavily
dependent on the automobile. This change in lifestyle has gradually
occurred over many years, with the most dramatic difference being
between 1940 and 1960. This is primarily due to: the post-
depression increase in the standard of living; the increase in
population including the post World War II "Baby Boom"/ the
transition from an agriculturally dominated society to a more
diversified one (fewer people on the farm, greater need for
transportation); and the availability of automobiles in the 1960's
and 1970' s and the banking credit to buy them.

On the basis of the forecasted population and motor vehicle
registration trends, traffic volumes on most roads in the County
should experience a significant increase in traffic during the 1994-
2020 design period. Greater increases are to be expected due to
continued increases in commercial and industrial development.
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